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virtually implied in the very existence of a circle.
But that the circle or that space itself exists, is not
a necessary truth, but a datum of experience. It
is quite true that such truths are not, in one
sense, empirical; they can be discovered without
any change of experience; for, by their very nature,
they refer to the constant element of experience, and
are true on the supposition of the absolute change-
lessness of the objects contemplated. But it is a
fallacy to suppose that, because independent of
particular experiences, they are, therefore, indepen-
dent of experience in general.

Now, if we agree, as Huxley would have agreed,
that Hume's doctrine is true, if we cannot know a
single fact except from experience, we are limited in
moral questions, as in all others, to elaborating and
analysing our experience, and can never properly
transcend it. A scientific treatment of an ethical
question, at any rate, must take for granted all the
facts of human nature. It can show what morality
actually is; what are, in fact, the motives which
make men moral, and what are the consequences of
moral conduct. But it cannot get outside of the
universe and lay down moral principles independent
of all influences. I am well aware that in speaking
of ethical questions upon this ground, I am exposed
to many expressions of metaphysical contempt I